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Friends of Riverside Park AGM - Chairmans Report 2025 to 2026
Park Regeneration

2025 was an exciting year for FORP and Riverside Park with the regeneration of the park completed in April this year.
The first public open day of the new facilities was on 12th April with a ‘Picnic in the Park’ day organised by Fife Council. Riverside Park has, at last, become the ‘jewel in the crown’ of parks that we always knew it could become. After 13 years of volunteering and campaigning to make the park better for the whole community, it was heartwarming to see the park flourish. More than a thousand people attended the picnic. The park had come alive. “It’s just like I remember from the 80s and 90s when it was full of happy families and the sound of children’s laughter” stated a grandmother with her grandchildren. The GIANT HIPPO was particularly popular in the play park.
FORP took part in this with an Easter Bunny Trail and many easter eggs were given to children completing the trail.
The official park opening was done on 11th June with many officials present and a great speech by Peter Duff, FORP secretary.

Bird Box Project

Our joint bird box project with the Rotary Club of Glenrothes, who funded the project, to get schools to make bird nesting boxes for the park was coming to completion. Three primary schools and two of the towns secondary schools built over 180 bird boxes and some bat boxes for the park. Some work was needed by FORP to finish them off and then get them installed before the next nesting season. Some of our FORP volunteers had fun decorating some of the boxes to enhance The Enchanted Garden area of the park.

This turned out to be a larger project than initially thought but, with help from several volunteer groups, all the boxes were installed in the park by February 2026

Awards Ceremony

On Thursday 23rd May, FORP were invited to The Rotary Club of Glenrothes awards ceremony where The Rose Bowl award was presented by Rotary 1010 District Governor Brian Stewart to Peter Duff Secretary of and on behalf of Friends of Riverside Park. FORP feel very honoured to be the first local community organization to receive this award.
Polish Up the Park

Also, in May FORP did a ‘Polish up the park’ project to clean up many of the signs and notice boards in the park.

A follow up to the ‘Polish up the Park’ event was a full day on Wednesday 28th by about 15 Fife Voluntary Action staff litter picking - but even more useful after the work the contractors’ machines had left such rough ground – it was boulder and stone picking.
Orchard

One of our priorities this year was The Community Orchard which had been badly neglected due to access problems caused by the park regeneration works.

We were happy to have Luci Ransome (The orchard project) volunteer to give a whole year of time to advise us and lead work in the orchard.

Our first of many days in the orchard took place on 28th June. Over the year, suckers were cut, mulch was spread, diseased limbs were removed and trees pruned. Some of the recently planted apple trees had guards erected and were given special TLC.
We were very happy to be joined by some new volunteers and councillor Peter Gullaine who came to almost all the orchard sessions.

Our APPLE HARVEST DAY was Saturday 11 October 2025. It was a bumper crop with so many apples that many bags were give to charity groups and well as our volunteers. It was sad to see so little uptake of the crop by the general public despite several invitation via social media.
Royal Garden Party

Friends of Riverside Park were honoured to be invited to attend King Charles’s Royal Garden Party at Holyrood Palace for our years of service to improve the park. 

We had a great day out and it didn’t rain - always helpful. 

The sandwiches and special selection of cakes were lovely. King Charles and Queen Camilla walked round for one and a half hours chatting to everyone lining the route. It was quite a sight, and the flower displays were only matched by some of the fabulous outfits being worn.
Park Run

FORP committee member, Julie, became a volunteer steward for the new ‘Park Run’ event in the park on Saturday mornings. It was great to see so many people enjoying the park in this way.
Bug Hunt
Tuesday 28th July was our annual BUG HUNT and BUG HOTEL making event which was very busy and enjoyed by many children and some of their parents too.

AGM

We had our Annual General meeting in the Lomond Centre on Tuesday 12th of August. This was well attended and we were very pleased to see several councillors in the audience. There was no change in the office bearers with David Cooper re elected as Chair with Peter Duff as secretary and Beverley Cooper as Treasurer.

Shrub bed beside the FORP notice board in the pond car park.

FORP agreed to maintain this area and several visits over the year were made by David and Beverley to cut back the shrubs and trees and to keep the weeds away. In October we were delighted to have an enthusiastic volunteer, Mr 
Rodger Lindsay, come and weed the shrub bed for FORP.
Frogslife Pond

FORP had commissioned an extra path and small boardwalk to finish off access to the popular ‘Frogslife’ pond close to the tiny tot’s playpark. This path was installed by the Water Gems company who are pond specialists. We think it looks great and will protect the edges of the pond that were being worn down by footfall. We thank Water Gems for helping reduce the cost of this project.
Xmas social

After so much work in the park it was time for celebration at the end of the year. FORP had our Christmas social meal at Pinkertons on 6th December. We had a lovely meal and a great chat. Pity we all knew the cracker jokes by heart.
We followed up the festive spirit by installing some seasonal signs in the park. (But we will ask permission next year to screw a ‘Merry Christmas’ sign on the toilet block !!). Many thanks to Donna Forrester for making the lovely Merry Christmas signs for us.
New Walks in the park

In January 2026 FORP announced two new, short circular, routes in Riverside Park. We have made sure that they are as wheelchair/mobility scooter/pram/buggy friendly as possible.

In addition to waymarking the routes, our ‘Walks in Riverside Park’ leaflet had to be revised. This was done by David who took the opportunity to improve or amend some of the outdated descriptors for the original walks. Mark Dolatowski (graphic artist for Fife Council) updated the graphics at very low cost.
The new leaflets have been printed, and Peter Duff regularly refills the leaflet holders in the park.

Enchanted Garden

FORP decided to renovate The Enchanted Garden area of the park as many of the previous installations there were faded of damaged. Donna Forrester donated some painted bird boxes and several lovely pieces of artwork to be put up there.

We were so impressed that FORP commissioned Donna to create some larger ‘Mythical Creatures’ artwork based on suggestions form the public. These have all been installed and we were very happy to have tree surgeon Steven volunteer to put them up.
Easter 2026

Our final event on our 2025 to 2026 year was our Easter Bunny Trail.
Children were asked to work out the name of our easter bunny from clues on Bunny’s mounted on trees in The Enchanted Garden by David and Peter.

Prizes were given after a draw of names. Feedback told us how much the children had enjoyed finding the bunnies and trying to figure out the name of our Easter Bunny which was THUMPER.

I hope we have taken them all down as we often ‘forget’ where one is installed (deliberately – of course).
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